
GRADUATE SEQUENCE 
 

Program Format  
 
Remote Studio Is a semester long immersion education experience located in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming. Three courses are taken in tandem, structured vertically, and are appropriate for 
undergraduate or graduate students. The immersion education course format involves design 
lessons, environmental studies, back country experiences and design/build to create a 
synthetic educational experience from which to better understand the potential for design to 
relate to the natural world.  
 
Summer: Academic classes occur four days a week. 
Fall: Academic classes occur three days a week. 
 
Generalized REMOTE STUDIO Semester CALENDAR _ Program Format, based on Fall 
Program 

 

 
A.  COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Remote Studio is a semester long program for undergraduate and graduate degree 
transferrable credit. The program is held at the Remote Studio facility in Jackson Hole, WY. 
The three courses along with the off campus living experience are run as a immersion 
education experience that include: 
 

• reading and discussion of environmental philosophy and intellectual philosophy, a place 
based readings 

• back country experiences that support the readings and discussions while learning 
about place 

• individual student small scale constructions built on location that serve as artifacts to 
discuss their world view and personal perspective 

• a group design/build project that is undertaken for an in-need community client  



 
Remote Studio is offered twice a year, in the summer and fall semester to upper level 
undergraduate students and graduate level students. Remote Studio is also open to students 
across the country. 
 
The graduate course sequence provides 9 credits that include the design/build experience and 
two electives.  

 
B.  SYLLABUS OUTLINE 
 
The clearest way to understand the curriculum of Remote Studio is to generally understand 
the course work and review the work as coordinated in calendar form through the semester.  
 
See Calendar above in support of syllabus and overall course structure 
 
Following are the courses for both undergraduate and graduate sequences: 
 
I .  Contemporary Explorations in Environmental Theory and 
Concepts of Architecture:   
(MSU COURSE : ARCH 521 _ 3 credits) (Individual Format) 
 
This course explores the historical and contemporary conditions of sustainability, 
environmental understanding, resource use and the relationship of wild experiences to our 
sense of the world. 
 
Instrument of Education: A series of readings and corresponding discussions combined with 
back country explorations in around the site for the community design project. 
 
Instrument of Measure: The students ability to communicate effectively about their world 
view in relationship to the readings and demonstration of student’s interpretation and 
application of the readings and discussions into the community design/build project. 
 
I I .  Poetic Expression:  
(MSU COURSE : ARCH 570 _3 credits (Individual Format) 
 
This course explores the relationship of creative intuition to artful expression as a participatory 
activity in the evolution of cultural phenomena and societal perspective. 
 
Instrument of Education: A series of individual design/construct projects which focus on how 
students perceive, relate to and create from their world view, sense of place, observations and 
intuition. 
 
Instrument of Measure: The Demonstration of their clear understanding of how they perceive, 
relate to and create when responding to their world view, sense of place, observations and 



intuition as expressed through the design/construct projects. Well crafted work is a critical 
measure of success in this work because studied execution corresponds to intent.  
 
I I I .  Design Studio with Build Component:  
(MSU COURSE : ARCH 543, 3 credits) (Group Format) 
 
This course explores design from concept through execution through the development of a 
group design project for an in-need community client with an emphasis on place-based rural 
design, site specificity and sensitivity, contemporary cultural formal expression, sustainable 
materials and strategies, explorations of design work at the interface between rural and wild 
landscapes and corresponding refinement of intent through craft. 
 
(Course work includes understanding the relationship between architects and their clients, 
professional ethics, accessibility, and gaining the ability to integrate building materials, 
techniques and structure in support of design intent.)  
 
Instrument of Education: design critique and discussions, direct experience with clients, 
budgeting, construction drawings as required for building, fabrication tutorials, sub-
contracting coordination, construction of design. 
  
Instrument of Measure: demonstration of insight gained from lessons learned from readings 
and discussions, individual vessel projects, and back country experiences integrated into a 
design proposal presented and accepted by the community client, that integrates sustainable 
design materials and strategies, built of the highest craft possible with skills at hand, within 
budget and completed on time. 
 
 

Remote Studio Book List: 
 
In addition to Reading a Sand County Almanac we also use a Reader that is provided at the 
beginning of the Semester. 
 

Required:  
 
☐	 Aldo Leopold, “A Sand County Almanac”  (Book includes essay on A Land Ethic) 
 

Support Texts:  
 
☐ Clive Ponting, “A Green History of the World” 
 
☐ Lucy Lippard, “Overlay: Contemporary Art and the Art of Prehistory” 
 
☐ James Conaway, “Vanishing America: In Search of Our Illusive Landscape” 
 
☐ Richard Tarnas, “The Passion of the Western Mind” 


