
Dr. Lori Ryker, P.H.D. Executive Director

Dr. Lori Ryker directs and instructs Remote Studio. Dr. Ryker has taught at universities 
across the nation, including Auburn University, Texas A&M, University of Texas and 
Montana State University. She is the founder of studioryker, a multi-disciplinary design and 
art studio, founded in 2007 located in Bozeman, MT.  She was a partner of the award 
winning design studio Ryker /Nave Design (1994-2007). She is the author of Mockbee 
Coker: Thought and Process, Off The Grid and Off The Grid Homes. Dr. Ryker lectures 
across the country on issues of sustainability, alternative energy, Remote Studio and the 
philosophical concepts that support Artemis Institute.

Meghan Hanson, Instructor

Meghan Hanson, AIA, LEED AP is the owner of Natural Dwellings Architecture. She received a 
Master of Architecture degree from Montana State University in 2002.  Prior to founding 
NDA in March 2008, she worked from 2002-2007 with Carney Architects in Jackson, 
Wyoming, where she was involved in the design and construction administration of the first 
LEED Platinum rated building in a National Park and the state of Wyoming.  Ms. Hanson also 
worked from 2007-2008 at Plan One Architects in Driggs, Idaho where she was involved 
with several LEED buildings.  Ms. Hanson is a licensed member of the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) and a member of the American Institute of Architectural Illustrators (ASAI). 
Ms. Hanson designed and built a strawbale and recycled materials home in Teton Valley 
Idaho, which was featured in Strawbale Home Plans by Wayne J. Bingham and Colleen F. 
Smith and Natural Homes magazine.

Ms Hanson has taught with the Artemis Institute since 2009 and was a student in the first 
Montana Remote Studio course in 2001.  She is passionate about green building and 
hands-on education.  She believes the future of the built and unbuilt environment depends 
on informed and conscious decisions about the way we build and the materials we use.

Edwin “EJ” Engler, Instructor

Edwin “EJ” Engler was born and raised in Nebraska. A native builder from childhood to adult 
he easily moves between art, design and various forms of construction. He attended the 
University of Iowa prior to working for architect Daniel Liebskind in Milan and Berlin. Engler 
graduated from New York Cityʼs prestigious Cooper Union in 1991. While in New York City 
he worked construction immersing himself in the union trades that distinguish casual 
builders from those who choose it as a profession. In 1994 he took a year long  “walkabout 
of the United States” and decided to settle in Gateway, Montana, a small town on the 
outskirts of Bozeman. 

After a practical tenure in Timber Framing from the great craftspeople at Big Timberworks 
he launched his own practice, Medicine Hat, Inc. that specializes in contemporary design 
and fabrication. Englerʼs expertise in design and building, that includes timber framing, 
welding, concrete and construction logistics, make his critical design practice unique, 
grounded, and hands-on. A personal interest in “green” design and deeper working 
knowledge of appropriate material choices of construction influences his work. 

Englerʼs  combined strength in design and fabrication enabled him to add design execution 
through pre-fabrication to his professional repertoire in 2010. In Gateway Englerʼs studio 
occupies a historic grocery store, while his pre-fabrication work stretches down Mill Street 
occupying several lots that serve as his development laboratory and staging environment.  
In 2012 Engler added a gallery and community venue for local chefs to provide unique 
dinners at the Historic Grocery store in order to stretch the cultural offerings in the 
Bozeman area. Engler brings twenty-five years of design and construction experience to 
Remote Studio and a mountain of commitment for critical design consideration to the 
evolving profession of Architecture.

Sten Witmer, Administrator

Growing up in Pennsylvania, Sten developed an interest in art + architecture, along with 
mountain biking and skiing. In 2007 he decided to move west, looking to take each of these 
passions to another level.  Through his Architectural education, Sten has enjoyed various 
experiences from building a house to working in an office, crafting furniture to making 
watercolor drawings in Yellowstone. An alumnus of Remote Studio, Sten finished his 
undergrad degree at MSU in 2010.  He is currently working toward the completion of his 
M.Arch at MSU with a gaze on the horizon, anticipating the next chapter. While passionate 
about all aspects of design, Sten most enjoys his time in the shop, making things. He still 
lives for the days when he can get out to ride a trail or make turns on snow.
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