
toss!

- Urban habitat for beneficial bird life;
- A means of enabling guerilla ecological activism;
- An act of climate change protest; 
- A proactive act of climate change adaptation;

Public health officials expect that malaria, dengue fever 
and other mosquito borne illnesses will increase in preva-
lence and geographic range as a consequence of global cli-
mate change.  Public health threats from mosquitoes can be 
mitigated by a design intervention: habitat for the beneficial 
creatures that serve on the front lines of this potential global 
health crisis.  

Drawing from the urban American practice of throwing 
pairs of shoes over powerlines, Crookedworks has devel-
oped a prototype for habitat for mosquito-eating birds such 
as Purple Martins, Eurasian Wrens, and Chickadees.

Mosquito-eating birds provide critical ecological services to 
cities and towns, and yet developing areas have traditionally 
been highly destructive to these species.  Toss is a partici-
patory ecological intervention aimed at creating habitat for 
Martins and other mosquito eating birds.  Over the course 
of this residency, we will build and deploy bird habitat in or-
der to explore and reveal changing notions of nativism and 
invasiveness in the context of ecological and economic hy-
bridization and globalization.

Beneficial Birds

Intervention

Working with the material cast-offs found in developed ar-
eas around the world, Carey Clouse and Zachary Lamb cre-
ate a body of work that anticipates a future in which climate 
change and resource scarcity have moved to the forefront.  
This project addresses the issues of urban habitat loss and 
emergent ecologies, while highlighting the productive pow-
er of spontaneous design interventions.  Deployed in unde-
rused public spaces in Jackson, WY, this work will challenge 
viewers to reconsider human involvement in natural pro-
cesses.



Completed Toss units could be either deployed informally or given 
away to area residents for their own private use.  Attached to each tiny 
house will be a cord and a weight, which allows the unit to be chucked 
into the air and slung around a wire, tree limb or other projecting urban 
infrastructure.  

Rope, wire, chain link fencing, construction fabrics, zip ties, plastic bags, 
plastic bundling cord, signage and posters are readily available cast-offs 
from the region. In keeping with our intention to highlight the emer-
gent design process, we will scavenge the area to forage for materials. 

Crookedworks has developed a DIY version of whimsical, lightweight, 
rapidly-deployable bird housing.  Our goal is to provide the armature of 
a bird habitat on which to create a unique skin woven from strands of 
materials scavenged from the undeveloped and developed Teton Valley.  
In this way, every piece will be radically different, while still supporting 
the specific interior volume nesting birds require.

Design Strategy Deployment Strategy

Materials

We believe that the design community is uniquely positioned to provide 
ecological solutions to emergent environmental problems.  Our project 
creates unsolicited animal habitat as a means of intervening in both hy-
perlocal and global ecological communities.

Why?


